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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This office action is in response to application 10/710701 filed on 07/29/04. 
Claims 1 -20 remain pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by. Rodman et al. 
(U.S. Patent No. 5757658). 

3. As to claims 1,8, and 14 Rodman et al. teach a method of placing a first integrated circuit 
macro in integrated a floor plan containing at least one second the steps of: a) defining edge 
constraints on at least one edge of the first integrated circuit macro (see fig 2, fig 6 col 5 line 48- 
60 and col 7 line 9 to col 8 line 23); b) defining edge constraints on at least one edge of the 
second integrated circuit macro (see fig 2, fig 6-8 col 7 line 9 to col 9 line 44); and c) 
automatically comparing said edge said at least one edge constraints on of the first integrated 
circuit macro and said edge constraints on said at least one edge of the second integrated circuit 
macro with one another (see fig 5a fig 5b fig 6-8 col 8 line 48 to col 12 line 1 1). 

4. As to claims 2, 9, and 15 Rodman et al. teach wherein step c) includes performing a 
string searching algorithm (see fig 5a fig 5b fig 6-8 col 8 line 48 to col 12 line 1 1 and 
background). 
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5. As to claims 3, 10, and 16 Rodman et al. teach further comprising the steps of generating 
a first edge constraint vector corresponding to said at least one edge of the first integrated circuit 
macro and generating a second edge constraint vector corresponding to said at least one edge of 
the second integrated circuit macro (fig 5a, fig 5b col 8 line 48 to col 9 line 65). 

6. As to claim 4, 1 1, and 17 Rodman et al. teach further comprising the step of assigning 
signatures to said edge constraints of corresponding respective ones of said at least one edge of 
the first integrated circuit macro and at least one edge of the second integrated circuit macro (fig 
5a, fig 5b col 8 line 48 to col 9 line 65). 

7. As to claim 5, Rodman et al. teach further comprising, prior to step a), the step of 
defining a common unit of measure for use in steps a) and b) (see fig 2, fig 6 col 5 line 48-60 and 
col 7 line 9 to col 8 line 23). 

8. As to claim 6, and 12, Rodman et al. teach wherein each of steps a) and b) includes 
measuring each of said edge constraints using said common unit of measure (see fig 2, fig 6 col 5 
line 48-60 and col 7 line 9 to col 8 line 23). 

9. As to claim 7, and 13 Rodman et al. teach wherein each of steps a) and b) further unit of 
measure includes assigning a signature to each located within each of said edge constraints (see 
fig 2, fig 6 col 5 line 48-60 and col 7 line 9 to col 8 line 23). 

10. As to claim 18, Rodman et al. teach wherein said integrated circuit placing module 
comprises an edge constraint vectorizing sub-module operatively configured to generate an edge 
constraint vector for each of said active edges when at least one of said plurality of macros has 
been placed in said floor plan region (see fig 5a fig 5b fig 6-8 col 8 line 48 to col 12 line 1 1 and 
background). 
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11. As to claim 1 9, Rodman et al. teach wherein, when at least one of said plurality of 
integrated circuit macros has been placed in said floor plan region, said GUI inter- face is 
operatively configured to highlight said active edge (see fig 5a fig 5b fig 6-8 col 8 line 48 to col 
12 line 1 1 and background). 

12. As to claim 20, Rodman et al. teach further comprising CAD software (see col 1 line 18 
to col 2 line 30). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Binh C. Tat whose telephone number is 571 272-1908. The 



examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 - 4:00 (M-F). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Chiang can be reached on 571 272-7483. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

■ 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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